
Cummings Statement on Subpoena to Department of Justice

Washington, D.C. (Oct. 12, 2011)—Today, Rep. Elijah E. Cummings, the Ranking Member of
the House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform, issued a statement in response to
a subpoena issued by Chairman Darrell E. Issa to the Department of Justice for tens of
thousands of pages of documents.

  

“As I have said all along, Fast and Furious was a terrible mistake with tragic consequences,”
said Cummings.  “The Committee is right to investigate what went wrong and why, but we must
do so in a fair and responsible manner.” 

  

“This subpoena is a deep-sea fishing expedition and a gross abuse of the Committee’s
authority.  It demands tens of thousands of pages of highly sensitive law enforcement and
national security materials that have never been requested before and are completely unrelated
to Operation Fast and Furious,” said Cummings.  “Rather than legitimate fact-gathering, this
looks more like a political stunt.”

  

The 22 categories of subpoenaed documents include:

    
    -  weekly reports to the Attorney General that are completely unrelated to Operation Fast
and Furious and contain some of the nation’s most sensitive law enforcement and national
security information;    
    -  communications between the Department of Justice and the White House press office
about White House press events; and   
    -  documents related to confidential informants who provided information about the
operations of a leading Mexican drug cartel, the production of which could put the lives of those
informants and their families in grave jeopardy, according to the FBI.    

  

The Department of Justice has produced thousands of pages of documents to the Committee
and continues to produce documents on a regular basis.  Ranking Member Cummings has
asked the Department to cooperate fully with the Committee’s investigation.
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